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October 14, 1982 

Mr. Ronald Drainer, Acting Manager 
Grant Administration Section 
IL Environmental Protection Agency 
2200 Churchill Road 
Springfield, IL 62706 

Dear Ron: 

RECEIVED - vj'':^'^-^ \ 
Grant Administration bection i 

OCT 1 8 1982 

STEP D 
CORRESP. D 

PAiniENT C 
DISCARD C 

This letter is intended to provide a variety of information for review by 
the Grants and the Permits Sections in order to prepare for a meeting with 
representatives from Wood River on November 12. Topics for discussion 
at this meeting should include at least the following: 

1. Review of Amoco Chemicals Wood River Treatment plant effluent 
and sample test data, (attached) 

2. Review of proposed monitoring schedule verbally presented to the 
City by lEPA on June 23, 1982. 

3. Review of the future events and time frames for a revised user 
charge system - as outlined in my letter to John Coniglio dated 
August 25, 1982, which has received no follow up response, (attached) 

4. Presentation of completed redesign plan for Phase I of the project 
(reconstruction of primary treatment facilities for regional waste 
water). 

5. . Review of commitments and time frames for the next steps for review 
and bidding Phase I, and submittal of retrofit design plans for Phase 
II. 

The balance of this letter will now provide 
the first two items on the discussion agend 
During our review meetings in Springfield i 
testing and monitoring schedule in regards 
native was discussed. At that time, Amoco 
analysis of the Amoco Chemicals Wood River 
changes in effluent since elimination of th 
assists in understanding the quality and co 
Chemicals that would have to be handled by 
plant alternative, and be considered for de 
monitoring schedule would be for the joint 

additional detail in regards to 
a list for our November meeting, 
n June, 1982, the question of the 
to the Amoco treatment plant alter-
agreed to undertake a sampling and 
plant effluient in order to determine 
e refinery. This information also •• 
ntent of raw wastewater from Amoco 
the City in the joint treatment 
termination of what the proposed 
treatment plant alternative. 

On June 23, 1982, a conference telephone call occurred between various repre­
sentatives from lEPA, led by Tom Wallin, with myself and representatives from 
Amoco, ^ n ^ of the purposes of that telephone call was for lEPA to present theii 
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proposed monitoring schedule which would be applied to the City under the 
Amoco/joint treatment plant alternative. At that time, and with little 
information yet available on the chemical plant effluent, lEPA indicated 
that a 5X weekly monitoring frequencies would be required, and for many 
different components of water in the treatment process. 

Attached for your information and review are two documents: 

1. Two pages of written comments prepared by Amoco Chemicals on the 
lEPA Joint Treatment Discharge Monitoring Proposal. 

2. Nine pages of the Amoco Chemicals Plant effluent data collected 
and prepared by Amoco in response to our joint meetings with 
lEPA in June 1982. 

Please note that the proposed monitoring frequency of 5X weekly for the 
joint treatment plant is greater than Amoco's present effluent monitoring 
frequency of twice weekly. This additional monitoring, coupled with the 
fact that the amounts of contaminates in the Amoco wastewater have been 
reduced as a result of the refinery's closing, clearly indicate that reason­
ableness for a reduction in the proposed monitoring frequency of 5X weekly 
by the City of Wood River. 

Thanks for taking the lead in setting up this meeting for 10:00 A.M. on 
Friday, November 12. From my view point, we would hope to meet jointly 
with yourself, Tom McSwiggin, Rich Lucas, John Coniglio, and any others 
that may be appropriate from your side. 

Gary mroster 
City Manager 

cc: Charlie Sheppard, Sheppard, Morgan & Schwaab 
Rich Symuleski, Amoco Chemicals 
Honorable Mayor & City Council 

Attachments 



ATTAQIMENT 

COMvENTS RE: lEPA JOINT TREATNEiNTT 

DISaiARGE MONITORING PROPOSAL 

Amoco is currently required to analyze for all of the following com­
ponents 2X weekly: BOD5, total suspended solids, fecal coliform, 
pH, oil 5 grease, zinc and phenol. Amoco is not required to analyze 
for chlorine residual. Chapter 3, Rule 408 contaminants require 
annual analysis and the plant analyzes for iron twice yearly. On 
this basis I do not believe that the 5X weekly monitoring for the 
eight specified parameters can be attributed to the wastewater from 
Amoco Qiemicals. 

The 5X weekly monitoring frequencies for BOD5, total suspended solids, 
fecal coliform, pi I and chlorine residual are typical of those imposed 
upon municipal activated sludge plants of over 1 MGD that chlorinate 
their effluents. IVhile this may represent greater sampling and ana­
lytical work that the City has experienced in the past, they probably 
would have been imposed by the lEPA once the City had constructed 
its activated sludge plant. 

Amoco Chemicals wastewater BOD5 is only about 20 ppm, which is much 
more dilute than a typical municipal wastewater averaging 200-250 
ppm BOD5. Since Amoco will represent about 70-o of the influent flow-
rate a less frequent BOD5 monitoring requirement may be justified. 
A frequency of 2X to 3X weekly would not be unreasonable. 

The oil, fats and grease analyses 5X weekly is excessive. It is un­
likely that lEPA would require sucli a monitoring frequency foramujiic-
ipal treatment. Since the raw wastewater from the Amoco Chemicals 
plant has only about 22 ppm oil and grease a less frequent monitoring ^ 
frequency, IX to 2X weekly is justified. l ^ 

Zinc loadings from Anioco's operations are som.ew'nat reduced by the 
refineiy's shutdown but are not significant enough to justify a re­
duction in frequency below tliat in '̂Xmoco's penult. Since Amoco is 
presently only required to analyze for zinc twice weekly, I recommend 
we retain tiiis frequency for tlie joint treatment facility. 

Phenol levels for Amoco Chemicals rcuv_wastewater are lower tlian the 
maximum treatment plant effluent values of 1.0 ppm, 54.2 lb/day, for 
tiie /\moco Oil refinery. Since phenols are biodegradable, I would 



recommend that the monitoring frequency be reduced to IX to 2X weekly. 

I see no reason to require an increase in the monitoring frequency 
for the Chapter 3, Rule 408 contaminants. Tliis is a monitoring pro­
vision placed upon n\ost industrial dischargers in Illinois. The mon­
itoring frequency should be no greater than that contained in the 
existing Amoco permit, i.e. once per year. 
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August 25, 1982 

Mr. John Coniglio 
IL Environmental Protection Agency 
Division of Water Resources 
Grant Administration Section 
2300 Churchill Road 
Springfield, IL 62705 

Dear John: 

The question of the user charge system needs to be resolved in terms of 
future events and timeframes. I would suggest the following events: 

1. Remember and agree that we do have a user charge system that was 
developed by Baling Consultants and approved by lEPA. Therefore, 
there should be no problem or concern by lEPA in reviewing Phase 1 
re-design and allowing us to proceed with a notice for bids and 
construction early next year. 

2. In about February or March of 1983, complete and submit to lEPA a 
revised user charge system which would be based on the new joint 
treatment plan, the construction costs known for Phase 1, and the 
general outline of work which will be known by that time for the 
Amoco plant retrofit design work. 

3. In the user charge system revision, identify a new user fee which 
would be implemented by the City with the start up of the Phase 1 
primary treatment facility and a separate/additional fee to be im­
plemented with the start up of Phase 2 complete facility. 

I briefly mentioned this issue to you on the phone some weeks ago, and feel 
th3t. we should come to an agreement on the steps and timeframes so that it 
does nut "hang up" any of the Phase 1 timeframes that we have agreed upon. 

By the way, A::;oco has completed their analysis of the chemical plant effluent 
and we would hope for a joint iiieeting of Amoco, the City and appropriate 
officials from lEPA in Springfield sometime during the next 2-3 weeks to 
review the information. This is follow-up to the conversations which occurred 
during our review meetings in May and June in Springfield. 



Please pass this note along to appropriate personnel, probably in the Permit 
Section. 

iry Webster 
City Manager 

cc: Charlie Sheppard, Sheppard, Morgan & Schwaab 
George Ghent, Director of Public Works 
Hank Mayer, Beling Consultants, Inc. 




